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Biodiversity Policy 
Introduction 
Fugro is concerned about the loss of biodiversity and degradation of our ecosystems. Some of the   
major threats to biodiversity are climate change, deforestation, and the unsustainable use of land and 
resources. It is important we actively address the degradation of our ecosystems and the decline in 
biodiversity, both linked to environment, economic and social impacts.  

We, at Fugro, provide solutions for energy, resilient infrastructure, and climate change adaptation, 
focusing on minimizing negative impacts of our activities. With this Biodiversity Policy (“Policy”), Fugro 
reinforces its commitment and approach to protecting biodiversity. 

Purpose and Scope 
Fugro’s purpose is to create a safe and liveable world. This Policy establishes the framework to 
address the protection and promotion of biodiversity in Fugro operations globally. Fugro acquires and 
analyses Geo-data and advises our clients on the construction and maintenance of structures on land 
and at sea. This Policy covers Fugro’s own operations, and the services offered to its clients. We also 
actively work on enhancing the knowledge and awareness about the importance of preserving 
biodiversity through engagement, education, and research. 

Fugro holds itself responsible for the impact of its own activities and helps clients avoid or minimize 
the impact to biodiversity of their projects. Biodiversity loss can also have direct social consequences 
for the communities who depend on the ecosystem under threat for their livelihoods.  

Our approach to protecting biodiversity 
Our focus is to protect biodiversity by assessing how we operate, the services offered to our clients, 
and our partnerships and procurement decisions. Our decision making is as follows: we preferably 
avoid, we otherwise reduce and lastly restore potential biodiversity impacts when feasible.  

Considering biodiversity during the project acceptance phase 
We raise awareness with our commercial staff to recognise the risk of conversion or degradation of 
protected areas1 or critical habitats2. 

 

 
1 Protected areas: UNESCO World Heritage Sites; Wetlands registered as Wetlands of international importance under the Ramsar  
Convention on Wetlands. IUCN Protected Area Category I, II, III, IV. V and VI. 
 
2 Critical habitat includes areas with high biodiversity value that meet the criteria of the IUCN classification, including habitat required for  
the survival of critically endangered or endangered species as defined by the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species or as defined in any  
national legislation; Primary Forest or forests of High Conservation Value shall be considered Critical Habitats. 
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Protecting biodiversity during Fugro’s operations 
For its Geo-data acquisition activities on land and at sea, Fugro operates trucks, vessels, drill rigs and 
other machinery. The main biodiversity impact drivers resulting from these activities are the emission 
of greenhouse gases, underwater noise pollution from drilling and surveys, and the risk of 
transporting species between different habitats, most prevalent in marine operations.  

Biodiversity risks are assessed as part of the environmental management program and during project 
planning to take appropriate measures to avoid, minimize or possibly restore negative impacts. Fugro 
complies with regulatory requirements and established industry practice. Fugro also implements 
greenhouse gas reduction measures, takes noise mitigation measures and follows the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) guidelines to control the risk of the transfer of invasive species at sea3.  

Fugro continues to identify and assess the impacts of its activities on biodiversity. Recognizing the 
measures already in place, we aim to continually improve our procedures and innovate our way of 
working to avoid potentially impactful activities in areas that are protected due to their ecological, 
biological, cultural and/or landscape value, in the presence of protected species, or in areas 
catalogued as having high value for biodiversity.  

In addition, Fugro is developing a risk-based approach to screening and engaging with our suppliers 
on biodiversity and ecosystems. 

Protecting biodiversity through Fugro’s service offering 
Our Geo-data acquisition capabilities and expertise can help clients to avoid or minimize the impact of 
their projects on biodiversity. Fugro offers specific biodiversity investigation services, for example the 
sampling of seabed species, habitat mapping, marine mammal observation and environmental 
baseline studies and impact assessments. In addition, Fugro intends to include its advice on the 
avoidance or minimization of biodiversity impacts in its client reports where relevant.  

Building knowledge and partnerships  
We will integrate the awareness of biodiversity and this Policy, as well as instructions about how to 
mitigate biodiversity impacts, in regular training programs for our employees and subcontracted 
personnel. We share best practices internally and within the industry. 

We are committed to building and sharing knowledge of biodiversity and ecosystems, through 
partnerships with clients, government agencies, non-governmental organizations, industry 
associations, research initiatives, academic and knowledge institutes.  

We communicate our efforts to protect biodiversity on our website and in our annual report. 

 

 
3 International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ Ballast Water and Sediment, IMO, 2004; and Guidelines for the Control 
and Management of Ship’s Biofouling to Minimize the Transfer of Invasive Aquatic Species, IMO, 2011. 
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Key definitions  
“Biodiversity“4 means the variability among living organisms from all sources, including, inter alia, 
terrestrial, marine and other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological complexes of which they are part; 
this includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems. 

“Biodiversity impact drivers”5 means all the factors that cause changes in nature. Direct drivers of 
change include climate change, pollution (e.g., chemical, noise, light), land use change, invasive alien 
species and zoonoses, and exploitation. Global indirect drivers include economic, demographic, 
governance, technological and cultural ones. 

”Ecosystem“4 means a dynamic complex of plant, animal and micro-organism communities and their 
non-living environment interacting as a functional unit. 

 

 

 
4 Definitions of biodiversity and ecosystem sourced from the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 
5 Definition of biodiversity impact drivers sourced from the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 
(IPBES), https://ipbes.net/models-drivers-biodiversity-ecosystem-change. 


